SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, March 17

WITHMANDI PRICES of turdal
ruling nearly 50% above the
minimum support price {MSP)
of ¥7,000 per quintal, govern-
ment agencies are struggling to
purchase the pulses variety
directlyfrom the farmers at mar-
ket prices.

Sources told FE that agencies
such as farmers’ cooperative
Nafed and National Cooperative
Consumers Federation (NCCF)
have purchased only 20,000
tonne of tur dal from farmers so
far since the government
launched the purchase of pulses
above the MSP through a
‘dynamic price’ formula earlier
this vear to create a 1 million
tonne buffer.

The trader said despite the
government agencieswilling to
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buy pulsesat market prices from
farmers, it would be difficuit to
procure it in large quantities for
the buffer, as the market is giv
ing a better price. The govern-
ment wants to build a buffer
which can beused for marketing
intervention programmes for
curbing rise in prices.

Irade sources said the
arrivals of turdal have already
peaked andmandi prices arerul-

ing around 110,400 perquintal,
48% above the MSP “The
arrivalswill continueforanother
month and farmers are also
holding on to stocks in anticdpa-
tion of higher prices;” a leading
tur dal traderfrom Maharashtra
told FE.

Offidals said there has been
a significant mismatch between
demand and supply of tur dal,
which has been driving up the

prices. Tur(pigeon pea) outputin
the 2023-24 crop year (July-
june) is estimated at 3.33 MT,
marginallylowerthan the previ-
ous cropyear. Despite0.77 MTof
imports in 202 3, average retail
prices of turas per the depart
ment of consumer affairs have
been ruling Y160 perkg since the
beginning of the year. The retail
tur priceis highestamongall the
pulses variety.

The total pulses production
in the 2022-23 crop year was
26.05 MT. The consumption is
estimated around 28 MT annu-
ally. However, in terms of pro-
duction and consumption of
pulses varieties —tur,urad and
masoor— “thereis a slight mis-
match’according tosources,

The government has adopted
aconsistent palicyon imports by
putting three varieties of pulses
- tur, urad and masoor (lentils)
under zero-duty import duty
regime till March 2025 so that
farmers in those countries can
make decisions to grow pulses
wellinadvance.

To diversify its imports
dependence for pulses on a few
countries, Indiaisalsoexploring
thepossibility of growing pulses,
especially tur and urad, in Brazil
and Argentinato boost domestic
supplies,



